
Chapter	10:	The	Church	



OPENING PRAYER

Lord Jesus Christ, reveal to us the 
mystery of your Church, which is one, 
holy, catholic, and apostolic. Grant us 
the grace to perceive the splendor of 
the truth taught by your Church, and
give us the heartfelt desire to 
participate in her visible communion. 
Amen. 



OPENING SCRIPTURE: COLOSSIANS 1:17-26

• 17He is before all things, and in him all things hold together. 18He is the head of the body, the church; he is 
the beginning, the first-born from the dead, that in everything he might be pre-eminent. 19For in him all the 
fulness of God was pleased to dwell, 20and through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth 
or in heaven, making peace by the blood of his cross.

• 21And you, who once were estranged and hostile in mind, doing evil deeds, 22he has now reconciled in his 
body of flesh by his death, in order to present you holy and blameless and irreproachable before 
him, 23provided that you continue in the faith, stable and steadfast, not shifting from the hope of the gospel 
which you heard, which has been preached to every creature under heaven, and of which I, Paul, became a 
minister.

Paul’s Interest in the Colossians
• 24Now I rejoice in my sufferings for your sake, and in my flesh I complete what is lacking in Christ’s afflictions 

for the sake of his body, that is, the church, 25of which I became a minister according to the divine office 
which was given to me for you, to make the word of God fully known, 26 the mystery hidden for ages and 
generations but now made manifest to his saints.



CHAPTER 10: THE CHURCH
Key points from video 

• The Nicene Creed speaks about the four marks of the Church: one, holy, catholic, and apostolic.
• The Church is apostolic because it was founded by Christ who gathered the initial twelve 

apostles and today remains the institution that stems from these earliest times. Continuity of 
identity and teaching is maintained down through time by the bishops, who are the successors 
of the apostles. 

• The unity of the Church is based on the shared truth, sacramental life, and communion of charity 
that stands at the heart of the Church. 

• The Church is holy in her grace (received from Christ), in her sacraments, and in her saints.
• The Church is catholic, or ‘universal,’ because she remains present in history, spreading gradually 

throughout all times and places. The human race is brought into a visible communion of truth 
and charity in and through the visible life of the Church.

• God offers grace and the possibility of salvation to those who are not visible members of the 
Church. By cooperating with this grace, they can be draw closer to the perfection of communion 
in the visible life of the Church.



WISDOM OF THE SAINTS 

About Jesus and the Church, I simply 
know they’re just one thing, and we 
shouldn’t complicate the matter. – St. 
Joan of Arc 



CHAPTER 10: DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

1. Why does the visibility and the public unity of the Church matter?
2. How is the apostolic teaching of the Church maintained down 

through time?
3. What is the holiness of the Church? Where are we assured of its 

presence?
4. What is the importance of the visible catholicity or universality of 

the Church?



FROM THE CATECHISM 

The comparison of the Church with the body casts 
light on the intimate bond between Christ and his 
Church. Not only is she gathered around him; she is 
united in him, in his body. Three aspects of the 
Church as the Body of Christ are to be more 
specifically noted: the unity of all her members with 
each other as a result of their union with Christ; 
Christ as head of the Body; and the Church as bride of 
Christ. – CCC 789 



CHAPTER 10: LIFE APPLICATION QUESTIONS 

1. What does the visible communion of the Catholic Church offer 
each of us spiritually in our relationship with God? Do you find 
yourself respecting the global unity of the Church?

2. How do past historical figures help inspire us today through their 
example? How can the saints, then, inspire us to holiness? What is 
the role they can play in your life?

3. Does the authority of the Church offer you any comfort? Did it
threaten you before? If so, how?



FROM POPE ST. JOHN PAUL II

For the Catholic Church…the communion of Christians is none other than the 
manifestation in them of the grace by which God makes them sharers in his 
own communion, which is his eternal life…To believe in Christ means to desire 
unity; to desire unity means to desire the Church. – Ut Unum Sint, no. 9



CHAPTER 10: 
KEY TERMS 

Key Terms

• Apostolic Deposit of faith: The revelation of Christ transmitted to us by the apostles and safeguarded 
by the Church.

• Apostolic succession: The succession of bishops ordained by previous bishops, tracing all the way 
back to Christ and the apostles.

• Infallibility: The gift of the Holy Spirit to the Church whereby the pastors of the Church (the pope and 
bishops in union with him) can definitively formulate a doctrine of faith or morals as contain within 
Revelation for the belief of the faithful. This is not set above the Faith or above Scripture but arises 
from Christ's institution of pastors in the Church charged with teaching the Gospel and authentically 
interpreting Divine Revelation and his promise to them of the aid of the Holy Spirit. Normally, the 
authoritative teaching of the Faith is formulated as the Church acts through the college of bishops 
with the pope as its head. This can happen in an ordinary way by the repeated proclamation of 
Church doctrine (the so-called 'ordinary magisterium') or, in an extraordinary way, through an 
ecumenical council of bishops gathered in communion with the pope. There is also the extraordinary 
case of 'papal infallibility,' whereby, in extraordinary cases, the pope can 'define' a specific 
formulation of the Church's belief as binding for belief. He does this by a solemn proclamation in 
virtue of his supreme apostolic authority as shepherd and teacher of all Christians. Not all opinions or 
statements of the pope should be considered infallible; rather, only those that are formulated in this 
special way and designated as such. 



CLOSING SCRIPTURE 
1 TIMOTHY 3:14-16 (EMPHASIS ADDED)

I hope to come to you soon, but I am writing these 
instructions to you so that, 15 if I am delayed, you may know 
how one ought to behave in the household of God, which is 
the church of the living God, the pillar and bulwark of the 
truth. 16 Great indeed, we confess, is the mystery of our 
religion:
He was manifested in the flesh, vindicated in the Spirit,
seen by angels, preached among the nations,
believed on in the world, taken up in glory. 



CLOSING PRAYER

Almighty Father, mercifully grant us an understanding of the 
mystery of the Church and a spiritual desire to enter into the 
fullness of communion in the Catholic Church. May your Holy 
Spirit enlighten us so that we may perceive the marks of the 
Church: her unity, holiness, universality, and apostolic origin. May 
we be witnesses to Christ in our world today and become in turn 
defenders of the faith with your help. Through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 


